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WEST VIRGINIA NURSES

POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE BYLAWS

	
	ARTICLE I  PURPOSES AND RELATIONSHIP TO THE WEST VIRGINIA NURSES ASSOCTION (WVNA)

	Section 1
	The name of this organization shall be the West Virginia Nurses Political Action Committee hereinafter referred to as the WVN-PAC.

	(a)
	The WVN-PAC is a voluntary, unincorporated, non-profit, registered non-partisan organization of nurses. This organization shall function in conformity with policies, goals, and platform of the sponsoring organizations and election laws and rules governing the conduct of elections in the State of West Virginia (WV). 

	
	

	Section 2
	The purposes of the WVN-PAC shall be to:

	(a)
	Encourage nurses to become more involved in healthcare policy and governmental affairs impacting the practice of the profession of nursing in the state of WV;

	(b)
	Solicit monies for campaign contributions and donate those funds to candidate(s) endorsed by the WVN-PAC for state and local office;

	(c)
	Educate candidates to the issues/concerns of nursing and healthcare; 

	(d)
	Select, support, and endorse candidates without regard for party affiliation and in accordance with WVN-PAC Policies and Guidelines;

	
	

	Section 3
	Relationship of the WVN-PAC to sponsoring organizations:

	
	The WVN-PAC is a political action committee of the sponsoring organizations and subject to the requirements of WV state election laws. A Board of Trustees appointed by the sponsoring organizations Board of Directors manages the affairs of the WVN-PAC. Any organization that supports and is committed to political action on behalf of nursing and healthcare may become a sponsoring organization of the WVN-PAC. Sponsoring organizations educate their memberships on political action and encourage contributions to and membership in the WVN-PAC.

The PAC Board of Trustees at the earliest convenience will vet health care organizations interested in being a sponsoring organization.
Each sponsoring organization appoints up to three members who are members of the sponsoring organization and who have demonstrated commitment to political action to serve as trustees of the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees. The sponsoring organization will attempt to appoint trustees from each congressional district.

	
	


	
	ARTICLE II MEMBERSHIPS

	Section 1
	Any member of a sponsoring organization who makes an annual contribution of $25 to the WVN-PAC shall be a member in good standing for a one-year term beginning January 1 with general membership voting rights.


	
	ARTICLE III BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND DUTIES

	Section 1
	There shall be a Board of Trustees composed of a minimum of nine (9) trustees who are regular members of the sponsoring organizations and shall serve without compensation and shall manage the affairs of the WVN-PAC. 51% of the members of the Board of Trustees must be licensed registered professional nurses. All members of the Board of Trustees shall maintain voting rights.

	
	

	Section 2
	Appointments: 

	
	The respective boards of each sponsoring organization in the WVN-PAC shall make recommendations for appointment to the Board of Trustees.

	
	

	Section 3
	Terms of Office:

	(a)
	The Trustees are appointed for a two-year term beginning January 1 of the odd numbered years consistent with the election cycle of the state of WV.

	(b)
	Trustees who have served more than one-half (1/2) a term shall be deemed to have served a full term;

	(c)
	Terms of office for all Trustees shall begin following appointment;

	(d)
	Trustees shall serve until their successors are appointed.

	
	

	Section 3
	Vacancies:

	(a)
	Unexcused absence from two (2) meetings shall be considered a resignation and the office declared vacant by the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees with notification to the Sponsoring organizations Board of Directors;

	(b)
	In the event of a vacancy, the WVN-PAC, the sponsoring organizations shall be notified and the vacancy filled in accordance with the requirements set forth in the bylaws, Article III, Section 2.

	
	

	Section 5
	Duties of the Board of Trustees, the Board of Trustees shall:

	(a)
	Develop non-partisan policies, criteria, procedure for selection and endorsement of candidates;

	(b)
	Develop policies for fund raising activities;

	(c)
	Provide for bonding of the Treasurer in such sum and with such sureties as the Board of Trustees shall determine;

	(d)
	Approve place(s) for deposit of WVN-PAC funds;

	(e)
	Communicate information to their sponsoring organization;

	(f)
	Consider committee recommendations and proposed plans;

	(g)
	Provide for general administration of WVN-PAC Affairs;

	(h)
	Insure that all required reports are filed;

	(i)
	Surrender to the WVN-PAC all properties pertaining to respective offices at the expiration of terms.

	
	

	
	ARTICLE IV ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF WVN-PAC

	Section 1
	Election:

	(a)
	Elections shall be held at the first meeting of the calendar year;

	(b)
	The election shall be conducted by secret ballot by a majority vote; 

	(c)
	Officers shall serve until their successors are elected in accordance with provisions in Article V "Officers" of these bylaws.

	
	

	Section 2
	Vacancies:

	
	The current officers may fill duties of the vacant office temporarily. After sixty days, an election shall be held.

	
	

	
	ARTICLE V OFFICERS AND DUTIES

	Section 1
	General:

	(a)
	The officers of the WVN-PAC shall include a Chairperson, Recording Secretary and Treasurer. The Board of Trustees of the WVN-PAC shall elect Chairperson, Treasurer and Recording Secretary.

	(b)
	The retiring Chairperson shall be a rotating Chairperson ex-officio until the expiration of the term of office

	(c)
	Officers shall perform the duties prescribed by these bylaws, and such other duties as directed by the Board of Trustees.

	(d)
	The term of office of these officers shall be for two (2) years and shall begin at the meeting at which they are elected and shall continue until their successors are elected.

	(e)
	An officer who has served more than one-half (1/2) term shall be deemed to have served a full term. One (two) year shall constitute a term.

	(f)
	Upon expiration of their term, officers shall surrender all properties in their possession belonging and pertaining to their position to the Chairperson of the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees.

	
	

	Section 2
	Duties of officers:

	(a)
	The Chairperson shall: 

	
	i. Be Chairperson of the Board of Trustees;

	
	ii. Be an ex-officio member of any standing committees with the exception of the Nomination Committee;

	
	iii. Preside at all meetings of the WVN-PAC and the Board of Trustees;

	
	iv. Appoint of members to committees and designate the Chairperson with approval of the Board of Trustees as hereinafter provided in these bylaws;


	
	v. Represent the WVN-PAC at political functions approved by the Board of Trustees;

	
	vi. Declare the appointment of the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees and the election of WVN-PAC officers;

	
	vii. Receive and utilize administrative support services and assistance from sponsoring organizations in accordance with policies adopted;

	
	viii. Prepare notices in accordance with the provisions in these bylaws and required bylaws;

	
	ix. Appoint a board member to preside at meetings of the Board of Trustees and/or WVN-PAC meetings if Treasurer unavailable.

	
	

	(b)
	The Treasurer shall: 

	
	i. Prepare and maintain a record of all funds received and disbursed by the WVN-PAC;

	
	ii. Prepare reports of candidates endorsed by the WVN-PAC and contributions made to them making such reports available to contributors upon request;

	
	iii. Make records of funds available to all members of the Board of Trustees and to all authorized agencies;

	
	iv. Be bonded by WVN-PAC in accordance with provisions in these bylaws with sum of bonding determined by the Board of Trustees;

	
	v. Submit an annual report of the financial standing of the WVN-PAC at the annual meeting with audited statements from the WVNA auditing firm (or firm selected by the WVN-PAC);

	
	vi. Assume responsibility for the timely filing of reports required by state and federal law;

	
	vii. Deposit all funds received by the WVN-PAC in a financial institutions; 

	
	viii. Disburse funds authorized by the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees action in accordance with provisions in these bylaws and adopted policies.

	
	ix. Assume the duties of the Chairperson in the event of absence, illness and/or disability.

	(c)
	The Recording secretary shall:

	
	Record the minutes of all meetings of the WVN-PAC and the Board of Trustees including referendum (polled) votes and retain custody of the minutes and the records of all meetings of the WVN-PAC and the Board of Trustees with copies sent to the sponsoring organizations for information and filing.

	
	

	
	ARTICLE VI STANDING COMMITTEES

	Section 1
	General:

	(a)
	Committees shall meet only with the approval of the Board of Trustees and/or the WVN-PAC Chairperson;

	(b)
	Committees shall meet on the call of the Chairperson with no less than seven (7) days notice;

	(c)
	Unexcused absence from two (2) committee meetings shall constitute a resignation, the vacancy declared by the Board of Trustees and the member replaced by appointment 

	(d)
	The following committees may be appointed as deemed appropriate by the Board:
a. Candidate Selection 

b. Bylaws

c. Nominating

	(e)
	Committees with the exception of the Nominating Committee shall be composed of a Chairperson who shall be a member of the Board of Trustees and a minimum of two (2) others who are current WVN-PAC members.

	
	

	Section 3
	The Candidate Selection Committee shall:

	(a)
	Develop, review and maintain the guidelines for candidate selection and endorsement;

	(b)
	Recommend revisions of the guidelines for consideration and adoption by the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees;

	(c)
	Prepare materials for endorsement by the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees political candidates in accordance with endorsement criteria adopted by the WVN-PAC.

	
	

	Section 4
	The Bylaws Committee shall:

	(a)
	Receive, review and consider all proposed amendments to these bylaws;

	(b)
	Propose amendments as appropriate and in harmony with the purposes of this organization;

	(c)
	Present the proposed amendments to the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees for consideration and action in accordance with provisions for amendments and the action taken to the sponsoring organizations Board of Directors for final approval prior to adoption and implementation by the WVN-PAC.

	(d)
	Will review the organization bylaws for relevancy and modifications every three years

	
	

	Section 5
	The Nominating Committee shall:

	(a)
	Prepare and submit to the Board of Trustees, at the first meeting of the calendar year, a proposed slate of eligible nominees for offices to be filled as follows:

	(b)
	Prepare an annual slate of candidates for 
i. Chairperson

ii. Treasurer

iii. Recording Secretary 

	
	

	
	ARTICLE VII MEETINGS

	Section 1
	

	(a)
	Meetings of the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees shall be held annually and at such other times deemed necessary of which shall be determined by the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees upon recommendation of the Chairperson;

	(b)
	Additional meetings shall be held upon the request of a majority of the Board of Trustees with no less than fourteen (14) days notice to all trustees and members;

	(c)
	Meetings deemed necessary and expedient may be called by the WVN-PAC Chairperson with seven (7) days notice to all trustee members;

	(d)
	In the intervals between regular meetings of the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees, the Chairperson, may, when deemed necessary, refer definite questions relating to the affairs of the WVN-PAC, which require immediate action via Electronic referendum poll.  The poll results shall be entered in to the minutes at the next regularly scheduled meeting. The recorded vote of each member shall be ratified by verification at the next meeting and recorded as such in the minutes. The majority of the trustees will control the action of the WVN-PAC.

	
	

	
	ARTICLE VIII QUORUM

	Section 1
	A quorum at any meeting:

	(a)
	Board of Trustees shall be a majority of members including a Chairperson present and voting;

	(b)
	Standing committee or special ad hoc committee: shall be a majority of the members including the Chairperson present and voting.

	
	

	Section 2
	Telephone conference and/or an electronic referendum polled vote shall be conducted by a majority of the Board of Trustees.

	
	

	
	ARTICLE IX AMENDMENTS

	Section 1
	With Notice

	
	These bylaws may be amended at any regular or called meeting of the WVN-PAC Board of Trustees by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present and voting with the proviso that written notice has been given each member of the Board of Trustees with not less than two weeks notice prior to the meeting.

	
	

	Section 2
	Without Notice

	
	These bylaws may be amended at a meeting by a ninety-five percent (95%) vote of the members present and voting.

	
	

	
	ARTICLE X DISSOLUTION OF the WVN-PAC

	Section 1
	The WVN-PAC may be dissolved: 

	(a)
	Upon recommendation of the Board of Trustees, giving two weeks notice and with a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the sponsoring organizations Board of Directors.

	(b)
	By a majority vote of the membership of each sponsoring organization, with two weeks’ notice, prior to action.

	
	

	Section 2
	In the event of dissolution and after all debts have been paid, remaining assets shall become the property of each sponsoring organizations’ Board, on a pro rata dues payment algorithm with proviso that such assets be used for health policy issues.


	
	ARTICLE XI PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

	Section 1
	Roberts Rules of Order latest edition shall govern all meetings of the WVN-PAC in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws.

	
	

	
	ARTICLE XII FISCAL YEAR

	Section 1
	The fiscal year of the WVN-PAC shall be the calendar year and shall be concurrent with the membership year. January one (1) through December thirty-first (31).

	
	

	
	ARTICLE XIII CONTRIBUTIONS

	Section 1
	Contributions

	(a)
	Contributions to the WVN-PAC may be made by any member of a sponsoring/affiliate organization in accordance with WV State Election Law.

	(b)
	Contributions shall be made by the WVN-PAC without regard for party affiliation and in accordance with adopted criteria, guidelines, and policies as follows to:

	
	i. Individual candidates;

	
	ii. Political campaign.

	(c)
	The WVN-PAC monies may be used for the following, but not limited to:


	
	i. Fund raising activities and similar functions attended by WVN-PAC members;

	
	ii. Honoraria sponsored by WVN-PAC;

	
	iii. Participation in regional, state and national political functions;

	
	iv. Provide mailing lists in accordance with WVN-PAC policies;

	
	v. Disseminate of political information and educational service.

	
	

	Section 2
	All expenditures of WVN-PAC funds shall be recorded according to bylaws. All financial reports will be made in compliance as required by state and federal laws.

	
	

	Section 3
	Requests for reports of contribution to candidates endorsed by the WVN-PAC are available on the WV Secretary of State web site 

	
	

	Section 4
	Candidates selected for endorsement by the WVN-PAC may be published in the WV Nurse the quarterly publication of the WVNA. 
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